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IRRIGATION, THE WORK ON HAND.

It has always been the rightful boast that the
Utah Pioneers were the first white men that used
the waters of this region to irrigate the land. It
was a great achievement; to the farming of the
arid West it was what the building of the first tur-rete- d

ship was to the world's navies.
But the sons of the Pioneers have done very

little to improve upon the work of their fathers.
For almost sixty years, all who have cultivated

the soil of Utah have accepted the fact that, the
chiefest dependence lies in the application of wa-

ter to the land during the growing seasons of vege-

tation. But Utah is about the worst irrigated state
in the Union. That is, there is less judgment used
in the application of the water than in any other
state. When water is plenty, it is common to see
the lower side of a ranch made so nearly a swamp
that no crop is raised; while the efforts of the
agricultural classes to conserve water have been
pitiably feeble. Both Colorado and California
can give lessons in irrigation to the men of Utah
Who have been in the business all their lives and
Who think they are past grand masters in the art.

The rude art of irrigation, such as was prac-
ticed by the Pemo Indians a hundred years before
any white man stood on the soil of Utah, Is what
has been done, and is still being done here; the
scienoQ of irrigation, that is, the best handling
of the wiajtfr to get the most from its use upon
the land, has hardly been studied at all in this
state.

The people and the officers of the state govern-
ment have failed to do their duty. For instance,
the life oi the streams depend in great part upon
the condition of the water sheds tho drainage of
which makes, the streams.

These water sheds are in the mountains; the
most important factor regarding them is ther
holding the snow as long as possible in the spring
months to insure the. feeding of the streams. But
the people and the government of the state, have
permitted watersheds to be continuously so over-

looked by cattle and sheep that all young forest
plants, those that hold the snows, are destroyed.

The Legislature should see to this, keeping in
mind that the largest streams come from forests
and that the water that flows from them is vastly
mora valuable than the land Itself, and should see
that proper supervision is given to the trees and
the water sheds on whloh they grow. Again, the
low herbage, that which never makes trees, is
what holds the snows back.

The 'government Irrigation law which, by
the way, is one of the ablest and wisest meas-
ures ever passed by Congress can be of infinite
value to this state, if it is met in the right spirit
by the people. The situation here, as declared
by one of the Federal officials engaged in the
work, "Ib most complex. Present canals are not
on best lines for effective systems. Everything
depends on the final attitude of the people in rela-
tion to Improvements. All water rights must be
adjudicated. The department has no hold on
lands; the people who have must be the prime
movers. The state officials are now very much
interested and are doing much educational work.
The department will require action on the part
of the people much the same as any investor
would, should he take up the Improvement of the
system."

It will be seen by tho above how much the
people should be Interested, for it is a question
Of much more than doubling the lands under cul-

tivation. It is a work of such vast Importance,
that a system of education should at once be
started to acquaint the people with the full plan
and scope of it and what the people need do to
receive the boon.

It is said that the Commercial Club Is about to
move in the business. It can do nothing more
useful. Then the Legislature should back any
well-devise- d plan to further the cause. The good
will, the best minds, and the best work of tho
whole state should be enlisted with the thought
that the grand opportulty must not bo lost.

THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE.
Tho message of Governor Cutler Is an able pa-

per. Its review of present conditions is lucid, its
recommendations are almost every one good.

The discussion of the School of Mines, its use-

fulness and needs, Is all up to date. The dis-

cussion of the health question is most pertinent,
the blunt expression that 1,500 people die In this
pure air annually from preventable diseases, has
a harsh sound, but It is needed. Irrigation is ably
handled In the message, but we are sorry that It
did not serve a clearer notice on tho people who

own the lands and the water for irrigating those
lands, that they must meet the Government hall
way and with liberal ideas, or the national Irri-

gation law will bring no benefits to Utah.
The ideas of tho message on the educational

institutions of the State are all excellent and up
to date.

The whole message ought to be a guide to the
Legislature, a guide and great assistance to the
members. It ought, too, to help tho Legislature
to systematize Its business in order to get the most

work done in the shortest space of time.
The recommendations for economy are good

and needed. A State that Is expending ?1,000,000

annually of the people's money should be most

careful.
It Is altogether a good and strong message.

THE NAVY'S NEEDS.

It Is said that some Middle West Congressmen

recoil before Che great appropriation asked for by

the Secretary of the Navy. They want to reduce

the number of ships to he built and to atop the
perfecting of the Annapolis Naval Academy.

Some men never learn anything; others forget

what they once knew.

JP
Had five more sh the Oregon been In M

our navy in 1898, there. , "avo been no war M
with Spain. Those ship Ji their armament jH
would have cost perhaps 5,000,000. M

When Congres declared war, the President M

asked for $50,000,000 to be used as h'e thought M
best and it wad promptly voted him. And that was 'M
only a beginning. M

One George Washington who in his day was H
accounted as about the clearest-braine- d man on H
this round world, left an Injunction to the Amer- - "M
fean people which was "In time of peace prepare jH
for war." jH

That was not half as pertinent a remark in fl
Washington's time as It is now. The older na- - jH
tlons were a long way off. Our shipbuilders could H
almost build a lleet while a foreign fieet would be ' 'fl
coming to our shores. M

Now Europe has been pushed by steam up jH
within seven days of our coast; those great pow- - fl
ers, while ostensibly very friendly, are at the fl
same tfmo both jealous and apprehensive of the H
increasing power of tho Great Republic More-- H
over, tho Spanish-America- n States owe to Europe H
a vast .sum, going into the billions, and "there "will 9
be an insistance on settlement one of these days. S
Then something is going on just across the Pacific S
from our West Coast that may Involvo this coun- - H
try in trouble before It is over, and nothing is so
tempting to a hungry powor as to know that the
power it wants to pick a quarrel with is in great
measure defenseless.

It takes a good while to build a battleship; it
takes still moro time to train fighting men for
work at sea. The great training school should be
made just as nearly absolutely perfect as human
Invention, investigation and study can make it,
and with it ships should be supplied just as rap-Idl- y

as it is possible to build --them, until we reach
the point when no nation on earth would covet a j

clash at sea with the United States. A'single' In-

cident, sprung in a night by a few reckless and
blood-thirst- y men, mado the war with Spain an ab-

solute necessity. A nation, no moro than an Indi-
vidual, knows when trouble Is coming. The only
safe way is to bo prepared to meet It when it does
come.

For thirty years after the Civil War closed, our
navy was kop't in a condition to invite attack. It
was a criminal disregard of duty on tho part of '

Congress that it was so. Even when the war with i

Spain came, had Corvora known tho condition of
our Atlantic coast defenses; he could have directed
his three swiftest ships to tho north and laid New I

York and Boston under contribution. There were ,

not a dozen rounds of ammunition for the sea coast
guns, no smokeless powder, and so weak was the
navy on tho Atlantic that the Oregon had to be
rushed from Seattle on her 13,000-mil- e trip, to take
her place in the fleet off Havana.

When the people last November gave Theodore
Roosevelt a plurality of 2,500,000 votes, by that
act they declared their desire that this nation ,j

should "walk softly" but at the same time should
'carry a big stick." They utterly repudiated" the

'

peace without honor of Judge Faa?)iar, and the
whole company that tried to scare the country into
the belief that an alert and aggressive President
was dangerous to this Republic. They shared est--
actly the President's desire for peace, but to be
ready, if need be, for war.

Mr. Taggart, at the banquet on Tuesday nifht,


